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UPCOMING EVENTS
 (ALSO ON YOUR HERO APP)

5 Sep Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

12 Sep Bookbus 2-4pm

16 Sep Zone Athletics

19-20 Sep Bike Ready (Whio, Kakapo & Pukeko)

20-23 Sep Scholastic Book Fair

22 Sep Ki o rahi tournament 

23 Sep Book Character Dress Up Day

30 Sep Assembly 2.15pm led by Whio & Kakapo

End of Term Three

17 Oct Start of Term Four

24 Oct Labour Day - SCHOOL CLOSED

28 Oct Pet Day

1 Nov School Photos

14 Nov Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

25 Nov School Fun Run

30 Nov-2 Dec Room Whio Camp to Omaui

12 Dec Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

14 Dec End of Term Four

HOUSEKEEPING
All students are to be dropped off at
the front of the school.  It is not safe to
drop off or pick up at the end of the
day up the driveway and at the back
of the school.  This applies on rainy
days too!

If your child arrives after 9am or
leaves prior to 3pm, they must go to
the office first

Please remember to let the school
know if your child is away from school.  
Ideally use  your Hero app as it is one
click and goes straight into our
attendance system.

If your child usually travels home on
the bus, please make sure you let the
school know  on 027 758 1503 if you
are picking them up.  And remember
- no vest, no bus!

 
To celebrate the end of Book Week, we will be having a dress up day

 on Friday 23 September.  
 

Students and staff will come to school dressed as one of their
favourite fictional storybook characters. 

 
We ask that all costumes be based on characters from a book. 
Be creative with these costumes but please no masks or scary

characters. 
We want this day to be a fun day for everyone. 

Also, we encourage students to bring the book the character is from. 
 

We will have a parade during the school day for our students and
book prizes for the best costume in each class.  



 Kia ora e te whānau,

Wow, we are already past the midway point of this term. Term 3 is the most difficult for a number of students
as there are no true breaks during Term 3 or public holidays like we have in different terms. We have quite a
number of tired children at school at the moment and still some winter bugs going around too. We have had to
reinforce our expectations matrix with some of our children  and ensure that they are following our school
values.
This past fortnight, we have welcomed three new students to Room Kea and this includes two new families to
our Woodlands School community. Welcome to Juantè, Pyper and Buell.

On Monday I had the pleasure of joining Mrs Wilcox at the Cluster Speech Contest at Ascot Community
School. Rubie, Lilli and Alex represented our school well. They delivered their speeches with pride and gusto.
They were up against an excellent group of students and unfortunately have not made it through to the next
round. But well done to them for getting up and doing this, as delivering speeches to peers is a difficult task.

Uniform
We do have a set uniform here at Woodlands, so please ensure that your children are wearing the correct
items and are following the policy. This especially includes the lower half of the uniform being plain black or
dark blue. We will be doing a review of this uniform policy early in 2023 so until then, the expectation is that
the students follow this. Thank you to those who already do. Click here to view the requirements and where to
purchase.

Bus Update
Those on the Walker Bus Run will have noticed a change in bus driver. Margaret has decided to give up her
bus run and the new bus driver’s name is Ken. So far, so good with the run. Taff remains the bus driver for the
Woodlands Run.

Board Elections
As you would have seen on Hero, we have been lucky enough to secure enough people to put together the
Board of Trustees for Woodlands School, with Robert, Mick and Danny being reelected and we are welcoming
Mellisa Gill and Beckz Boutherway on as well. We are having our first meeting as a board on Monday night.
This has meant that we have farewelled some long standing members of our board, with Lisa, Linnet and Barry
stepping down. For the short time I have been here at Woodlands and my previous experience, I know how
important these roles are. Being a board member is really looking at the governance aspect of a school and
the overarching requirements such as strategic direction and ensuring legislation is followed. 

Education Review Office
The Education Review Office has a new way of working alongside schools now and we have been through the
beginning stages of working alongside our ERO partner. So far, we have completed the compliance review
which looks at the policies and procedures we have in place. The next step is looking at an evaluation topic,
which I will be working through with our ERO partner in due course. This new model has meant that we can
look forward strategically rather than looking back on what has been done in the past.

Year 7 & 8 Sport & Recreation
This term, Mrs Grantham organised for the Year 7 & 8 students to head along to the Velodrome for a six week
block to do some cycling. The first day was quite daunting for a few students, as riding a track cycle is quite
different to a normal one and for one, there are no brakes. However I have been really impressed with the
growth of each of our students and how when we were there last week, they all had much more confidence
and were able to get cracking straight away. One hour of cycling is quite physically draining for them! Roll on
the next four weeks.
For Term 4, we are still deciding what we will do.

From The Principal's Desk...

http://www.woodlandsprimary.school.nz/school-uniform.html


 Bank Account
We have moved our school banking from Westpac to ASB - this has been updated on Hero already. Please
make sure that you have updated any payee to this account. 

12 3154 0161206 00
High School Enrolments
If your child is going to be completing their education at Woodlands at the end of 2022, please let me know
once you have accepted a place for them elsewhere. This helps us with planning for 2023. I understand that
schools are making parents/caregivers aware of this today.

Attendance
I have included this table again as noted in my last newsletter, the Ministry of Education is putting a lot of
effort into reviewing and looking at attendance data across all schools. We are required to submit our
attendance data to the MoE termly and this data contains no names of students or individual identifying data,
but it is helpful to determine where we are having the most issues with attendance. So please let us know if
your child/ren is/are away and a quick reason why. This is important and saves us having to chase you up for
the information as well. 

 

SchoolDocs
Please make sure that you are using the login details to look at any of our policies and procedures that you
may need. This includes the Concerns and Complaints procedure. The first port of call for all of these
should always be the classroom teacher.

Ngā mihi nui,
Hayley Mitcheson

ROOM WHIO CAMP OMAUI
 

30 NOV-2 DEC
 

AN UPDATE ON THIS CAMP WILL BE ISSUED SOON!



At Woodlands School we encourage students to fuel their body and mind with healthy food options. Please do
not send lollies or sweets to school as part of snacks or lunches.
A number of students have food allergies and parents also need to know what their children are eating. For
these reasons students are not allowed to swap or share food, unless it's a special, organised, school event.
Food scraps such as apple cores etc are collected for recycling in our worm farm. Other food is to be taken
home by the students so parents can see what hasn’t been eaten.
All plastic/paper rubbish should also go home in the school lunch box. 
Students are encouraged to bring named drink bottles to keep in the classroom. These should be filled with
water only.

Food At School



 Room Pukeko is selling worm pee for $5
per litre.  If you would like some please

send the correct amount in cash along to
the school with your order attached.

Fri 25 November
More info to come

 



Healthy young children can have up to 8 to 12 colds or upper respiratory tract infections each year.
These are a normal part of childhood.
A child must stay at home if they appear unwell or if they develop any of these symptoms: new
runny nose, sore throat, cough, fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, rash, they are off their food and drink or
show signs of feeling miserable.
If a child becomes increasingly unwell and/or you are concerned about them, call your GP or
Healthline on 0800 611 116. A child who is refusing to drink anything is likely to be very unwell.
If an in-person appointment is required, follow your GP’s processes, which will include everyone
wearing a mask if they can safely and practically do so. 
If you or a child you are caring for develops difficulty breathing, severe chest pain, fainting or
becomes unconscious, call 111 immediately.

If your child has COVID-19 symptoms, the child and anyone in their household with similar
symptoms should be tested for COVID-19. 
If any household members are COVID-19 positive, other household members are at high risk of
becoming infected. Everyone must isolate for at least seven days from the day that the first person
receives their positive test result or becomes symptomatic (whichever is earliest). 
All household contacts, including children, need to take a rapid antigen test (RAT) on day three and
day seven, or sooner if they develop symptoms. A person who has had COVID-19 in the past 90
days, does not need to isolate again as a household contact. 
Anyone who experiences symptoms 29 days or longer after previous COVID-19 infection should test
and will need to isolate if they test positive. 

has been isolating with COVID 19 and is feeling well after seven days, they can return to school
continues to be unwell and/or has symptoms after their seven-day isolation period has ended, they
should remain at home to recover until 24 hours after their symptoms end
still feels unwell or their symptoms are worsening after ten days, they should not return to school.
Call your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116 for medical advice.

With a rise in COVID-19, seasonal colds, flu and other respiratory infections in our communities, this
guidance is to help you manage your child’s illness.

KEY WELLNESS INDICATORS

Find reliable information on how to manage colds and flus on KidsHealth and Health Navigator.

Information about health and wellbeing of tamariki and rangatahi – KidsHealth 
Health information for New Zealanders – Health Navigator

COVID-19 GUIDANCE

If your child: 

Find detailed information about COVID-19 symptoms on the Ministry of Health and Unite Against
COVID-19 websites.
About COVID-19 – Ministry of Health
Information about COVID-19 – Unite Against COVID-19

Winter wellness guide for tamariki

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/about-covid-19
https://covid19.govt.nz/


 If a child has been unwell with a respiratory illness other than COVID-19, they can return to their
school 24 hours after they have significantly improved and are behaving/eating normally. 
Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours before they can
return.
If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever, vomiting
or diarrhoea, they are unlikely to be infectious and could be considered well enough to attend
school. 
In general, a doctor’s certificate or clearance should not have to be provided for a child to go back
to their early learning service/education facility after being unwell. 
Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from
outdoors to indoors – or sneezes due to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not need to
be sent home.
Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold such as sneezing, a
runny or stuffy nose and coughing. If a child has a history of allergic symptoms and shows one or
more of these symptoms, or an itchy face (especially around the eyes or throat), consider if hay
fever or an allergy could be the cause. You may want to check with the child’s caregiver to confirm. 

HOW TO KNOW IF YOUR CHILD SHOULD STAY AT HOME

IDEAS FOR KEEPING CHILDREN HEALTHY THIS WINTER
Follow this guidance to help keep children and whānau stay healthy during the winter months.

Provide children with healthy and nutritious food to eat. Healthy eating supports immunity and helps our bodies
to work well and feel good.
Food, activity and sleep – Ministry of Health

Support children to get enough sleep. Sleep is important for restoring energy, maintaining mental and physically
wellbeing, learning, and aiding healthy growth and development.

Helping young children sleep better – Ministry of Health

Encourage and create opportunities for children to be active. Being active at home, at school, at play during the
weekends and in the community helps children maintain good health and wellbeing.

Activities for children and young people – Ministry of Health

It is a good idea to encourage children to play outdoors – they just need to be dressed warmly during the winter
months. 

Being outdoors helps to boost children’s immune systems through exposure to fresh air and enables them to
make vitamin D from exposure to the sun.

ACCESS TO FREE FACE MASKS 
More masks are being provided in the community to help stop the spread of COVID-19. You do not need to have
COVID-19 or have COVID-19 symptoms to get free masks.

Both medical masks and P2/N95 particulate respirator masks are available (with people at higher risk of severe
illness being prioritised for P2/N95 masks).

Find out about higher risk people:

Higher risk people – Ministry of Health

You can get free face masks by:
• picking them up from testing centres and collection points alongside your free rapid antigen tests (RATs)
• visiting a participating pharmacy
• talking to a participating GP or alternative community healthcare provider.

To order RATs online visit the Ministry of Health website.

Rapid antigen testing (RAT) – Ministry of Health

Alternatively, if you’re unable to order RATs online or visit a participating healthcare provider in person, call 0800
222 478 and select option 3.

For a list of testing locations with free face masks visit the Health Point website.

COVID-19 testing – Health Point

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/sleeping/helping-young-children-sleep-better
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/physical-activity/being-active-everyone-every-age/activities-children-and-young-people
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-higher-risk-people?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022&amp;utm_content=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022+CID_cbbe6cc004d9db049b0acdf5b6b8ef1b&amp;utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&amp;utm_term=people%20at%20highest%20risk%20of%20severe%20illness
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/covid-19-testing/rapid-antigen-testing-rat
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19/?covidTesting=im%3A1374240



