
19 August 2022

Y7/8 Sport & Rec At The Velodrome



UPCOMING EVENTS
 (ALSO ON YOUR HERO APP)

26 Aug Assembly 2.15pm led by Pukeko, Tui & Kea

5 Sep Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

16 Sep Zone Athletics

19-20 Sep Bike Ready (Whio, Kakapo & Pukeko)

19-23 Sep Scholastic Book Fair

22 Sep Ki o rahi tournament 

30 Sep Assembly 2.15pm led by Whio & Kakapo

End of Term Three

17 Oct Start of Term Four

24 Oct Labour Day - SCHOOL CLOSED

28 Oct Pet Day

4 Nov School Photos

14 Nov Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

30 Nov-2
Dec Room Whio Camp to Omaui

12 Dec Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm

14 Dec End of Term Four

HOUSEKEEPING
All students are to be dropped off at
the front of the school.  It is not safe to
drop off or pick up at the end of the
day up the driveway and at the back
of the school.  This applies on rainy
days too!

If your child arrives after 9am or
leaves prior to 3pm, they must go to
the office first

Please remember to let the school
know if your child is away from school.  
Ideally use  your Hero app as it is one
click and goes straight into our
attendance system.

If your child usually travels home on
the bus, please make sure you let the
school know  on 027 758 1503 if you
are picking them up.  And remember
- no vest, no bus!

Thankyou!

 
Thank you to these wonderful

community members who have
contributed to our school in the Fuel for

Schools sponsorship programme. We
have earned enough points for a

fabulous literacy package!
If you would like to nominate us when
purchasing bulk fuel from South Fuels,

phone 0800 484 3543 or go to
www.southfuels.co.nz



From The Principal's Desk...
 Kia ora e te whānau,

It was great to see the number of parents attend parent/teacher conferences. I know it was a great opportunity to
share what has been happening with your child/ren at school. However we also understand that the timing
probably wasn’t that great for some. If you were unable to attend the interviews, please email your child/ren’s
teacher to book a time that suits everyone. Staff email addresses can be found on our website. Please remember
if there are any concerns about your child/ren, the first point of contact should be the classroom teacher. An
email is generally sufficient to begin with and then from there, we can get to the bottom of it.

This week we have also welcomed Mandy Johnston to our Woodlands staff. She is going to be helping out in Room
Tui as a Teacher Aide. 

Mid Year Data
At the board meeting last week, I shared our mid-year data. This data was gathered from our assessments and
reporting last term.
Overall, in maths, 83% of our students are tracking where they need to be or above. In reading, 85% of our
students are learning where they need to be or above. In writing, 86% of our students are tracking where they
need to be or above. We have great processes in place to support our students that find learning a little bit more
challenging. This data is very similar to the 2021 data at the same time of the year. 
We do have to take into account illness, particularly Covid and also the other bugs and illnesses that are going
around and how this could have impacted their learning. 
All of the staff here at Woodlands have the students at the heart of their teaching and learning programmes and
adapt and change them to suit the learning needs of the classes, as well as great support in place as well. We also
ensure that resources are available where we can to help all of our students. Not every student learns the same
way and there are times that crossovers between curriculum levels take a little longer but we always get there and
contact the right people to support us.
Overall, I am really pleased with these results and can see we are on track for an improvement.

Digital Technologies 
On Wednesday we had Mike from Cyclone working in classes based around the Digital Technology curriculum. He
is really impressed with what we already do here at Woodlands School and how we teach and do things together.
He demonstrated lots of practical tasks and activities for the staff and the children. The whole idea around Digital
Technology isn’t the actual use of devices but the fundamental ideas behind how we do things and get things to
work. Different classes are doing different things and from here we will continue to build on them. He is back with
us in Week 10 and for a few days next term as well and into 2023.

Digital Safety Agreements (Y3 & up)
Thank you to those who have read, signed and returned the yellow sheet of paper. We will be giving back the
white one as it is important that you keep this for your own information. Your child/ren will abide by it the whole
time that they are at Woodlands School and we will ask new students to do it as needed.

COVID-19
We are still experiencing some cases in our community, so please keep up with the updated advice in regards to
COVID so we can keep the rest of the school community as safe as we can.

Bank Account
We have moved our school banking from Westpac to ASB - this has been updated on Hero already. Please make
sure that you have updated any payee to this account. 

12 3154 0161206 00



 Attendance
There is a lot of work going into attendance at schools at the moment across Aotearoa and they are looking at
attendance data (this is non-identified data with no specific information as such) and what the trends are. Below is a
table that puts it quite simply how much school is missed by students. Notwithstanding actual illness, this can have a
big impact on the learners in the classroom and also affects them socially as well. This table is directly out of the
Practice manual from the Ministry of Education.

 

Ngā mihi nui,
Hayley Mitcheson

Food At School
At Woodlands School we encourage students to fuel their body and mind with healthy food options. Please do not sendAt Woodlands School we encourage students to fuel their body and mind with healthy food options. Please do not sendAt Woodlands School we encourage students to fuel their body and mind with healthy food options. Please do not send
lollies or sweets to school as part of snacks or lunches.lollies or sweets to school as part of snacks or lunches.lollies or sweets to school as part of snacks or lunches.
A number of students have food allergies and parents also need to know what their children are eating. For these reasonsA number of students have food allergies and parents also need to know what their children are eating. For these reasonsA number of students have food allergies and parents also need to know what their children are eating. For these reasons
students are not allowed to swap or share food, unless it's a special, organised, school event.students are not allowed to swap or share food, unless it's a special, organised, school event.students are not allowed to swap or share food, unless it's a special, organised, school event.
Food scraps such as apples cores etc… are collected for recycling in our worm farm. Other food is to be taken home by theFood scraps such as apples cores etc… are collected for recycling in our worm farm. Other food is to be taken home by theFood scraps such as apples cores etc… are collected for recycling in our worm farm. Other food is to be taken home by the
students so parents can see what hasn’t been eaten.students so parents can see what hasn’t been eaten.students so parents can see what hasn’t been eaten.
All plastic/paper rubbish should also go home in the school lunch box.All plastic/paper rubbish should also go home in the school lunch box.All plastic/paper rubbish should also go home in the school lunch box.   
Students are encouraged to bring named drink bottles to keep in the classroom. These should be filled with water only.Students are encouraged to bring named drink bottles to keep in the classroom. These should be filled with water only.Students are encouraged to bring named drink bottles to keep in the classroom. These should be filled with water only.



From The Board of Trustees
Kia ora e te whānau

Along with other schools around the country, Woodlands has just gone through our triennial board election
process. 

At this time Barry Crean, Linnet Burns and myself have retired from the Board. Barry has been serving Woodlands
since 2013, with Linnet and myself joining the board in 2016. 

At the election where Linnet and I took the step into a governance role, Barry was the only remaining member of
the previous board and his experience was invaluable to those of us who joined him. He has guided the health and
safety portfolio of the board for many years, ensuring that risks are assessed and minimised for the safety of
tamariki and staff. 

Linnet has been the mainstay of the finances at school for the past six years, with a skill of balancing the books
with insufficient resources second to none. This has involved a lot of time developing budgets, liaising with our
Principals and Nicky. 

As Board chair, I have learnt a lot about governance and how the Board works to ensure the best possible
student achievement for all tamariki. As a Board it is our job to set the course for the school and ensure the
Principal and teachers have the tools to deliver it without us interfering with management. We have worked hard
to employ strong leaders for the school who fit the criteria our community told us was important to them. 

A big thank you to the returning Board members: Robert Boekhout, Mick Annan, Danny Crengle, Hayley Mitcheson
and Joyce Wakelin - the time you will put into helping guide the school through the next three years is
appreciated.  

We would also like to extend a warm welcome to Rebecca Boutherway and Mellisa Gill who are joining the board.
The whānau and tamariki will benefit from the skills you bring to the table. 

And, as I complete this final board chair task, a couple more thank yous - firstly to the Principals I have worked
with over the past six years. The amount of behind the scenes work that goes into running our school is largely
under the radar and therefore under appreciated by most of us. And secondly, to Nicky Wallace, often the glue
that keeps the administration ticking over and running smoothly - I speak for the whole board and staff in
saying we would be lost without you. 

Ngā mihi nui
Lisa Stuart (outgoing Board Chair)

Farewell from the Presiding Member



Speech Competition
Congratulations to the speech finalists from Room Whio 

Y6
Rubie Maliao "Family Myths"

Lilli Hartley "Onions"
Y7/8

Alex Salvador "Asian Cuisine"
These students will now progress to the Zone competition on

Monday 29th August.
Well done to everyone who prepared, practised and presented speeches 

 





Healthy young children can have up to 8 to 12 colds or upper respiratory tract infections each year.
These are a normal part of childhood.
A child must stay at home if they appear unwell or if they develop any of these symptoms: new
runny nose, sore throat, cough, fever, vomiting, diarrhoea, rash, they are off their food and drink or
show signs of feeling miserable.
If a child becomes increasingly unwell and/or you are concerned about them, call your GP or
Healthline on 0800 611 116. A child who is refusing to drink anything is likely to be very unwell.
If an in-person appointment is required, follow your GP’s processes, which will include everyone
wearing a mask if they can safely and practically do so. 
If you or a child you are caring for develops difficulty breathing, severe chest pain, fainting or
becomes unconscious, call 111 immediately.

If your child has COVID-19 symptoms, the child and anyone in their household with similar
symptoms should be tested for COVID-19. 
If any household members are COVID-19 positive, other household members are at high risk of
becoming infected. Everyone must isolate for at least seven days from the day that the first person
receives their positive test result or becomes symptomatic (whichever is earliest). 
All household contacts, including children, need to take a rapid antigen test (RAT) on day three and
day seven, or sooner if they develop symptoms. A person who has had COVID-19 in the past 90
days, does not need to isolate again as a household contact. 
Anyone who experiences symptoms 29 days or longer after previous COVID-19 infection should test
and will need to isolate if they test positive. 

has been isolating with COVID 19 and is feeling well after seven days, they can return to school
continues to be unwell and/or has symptoms after their seven-day isolation period has ended, they
should remain at home to recover until 24 hours after their symptoms end
still feels unwell or their symptoms are worsening after ten days, they should not return to school.
Call your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116 for medical advice.

With a rise in COVID-19, seasonal colds, flu and other respiratory infections in our communities, this
guidance is to help you manage your child’s illness.

KEY WELLNESS INDICATORS

Find reliable information on how to manage colds and flus on KidsHealth and Health Navigator.

Information about health and wellbeing of tamariki and rangatahi – KidsHealth 
Health information for New Zealanders – Health Navigator

COVID-19 GUIDANCE

If your child: 

Find detailed information about COVID-19 symptoms on the Ministry of Health and Unite Against
COVID-19 websites.
About COVID-19 – Ministry of Health
Information about COVID-19 – Unite Against COVID-19

Winter wellness guide for tamariki

https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.healthnavigator.org.nz/
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/about-covid-19
https://covid19.govt.nz/


 If a child has been unwell with a respiratory illness other than COVID-19, they can return to their
school 24 hours after they have significantly improved and are behaving/eating normally. 
Following vomiting or diarrhoea, a child should be symptom free for 48 hours before they can
return.
If a child still has a runny nose or dry cough without any other symptoms such as a fever, vomiting
or diarrhoea, they are unlikely to be infectious and could be considered well enough to attend
school. 
In general, a doctor’s certificate or clearance should not have to be provided for a child to go back
to their early learning service/education facility after being unwell. 
Any child who has a runny nose after a change in temperature – for example, moving from
outdoors to indoors – or sneezes due to obvious stimuli (such as the sun or dust) does not need to
be sent home.
Hay fever and other allergies can show similar symptoms to the common cold such as sneezing, a
runny or stuffy nose and coughing. If a child has a history of allergic symptoms and shows one or
more of these symptoms, or an itchy face (especially around the eyes or throat), consider if hay
fever or an allergy could be the cause. You may want to check with the child’s caregiver to confirm. 

HOW TO KNOW IF YOUR CHILD SHOULD STAY AT HOME

IDEAS FOR KEEPING CHILDREN HEALTHY THIS WINTER
Follow this guidance to help keep children and whānau stay healthy during the winter months.

Provide children with healthy and nutritious food to eat. Healthy eating supports immunity and helps our bodies
to work well and feel good.
Food, activity and sleep – Ministry of Health

Support children to get enough sleep. Sleep is important for restoring energy, maintaining mental and physically
wellbeing, learning, and aiding healthy growth and development.

Helping young children sleep better – Ministry of Health

Encourage and create opportunities for children to be active. Being active at home, at school, at play during the
weekends and in the community helps children maintain good health and wellbeing.

Activities for children and young people – Ministry of Health

It is a good idea to encourage children to play outdoors – they just need to be dressed warmly during the winter
months. 

Being outdoors helps to boost children’s immune systems through exposure to fresh air and enables them to
make vitamin D from exposure to the sun.

ACCESS TO FREE FACE MASKS 
More masks are being provided in the community to help stop the spread of COVID-19. You do not need to have
COVID-19 or have COVID-19 symptoms to get free masks.

Both medical masks and P2/N95 particulate respirator masks are available (with people at higher risk of severe
illness being prioritised for P2/N95 masks).

Find out about higher risk people:

Higher risk people – Ministry of Health

You can get free face masks by:
• picking them up from testing centres and collection points alongside your free rapid antigen tests (RATs)
• visiting a participating pharmacy
• talking to a participating GP or alternative community healthcare provider.

To order RATs online visit the Ministry of Health website.

Rapid antigen testing (RAT) – Ministry of Health

Alternatively, if you’re unable to order RATs online or visit a participating healthcare provider in person, call 0800
222 478 and select option 3.

For a list of testing locations with free face masks visit the Health Point website.

COVID-19 testing – Health Point

https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/sleeping/helping-young-children-sleep-better
https://www.health.govt.nz/your-health/healthy-living/food-activity-and-sleep/physical-activity/being-active-everyone-every-age/activities-children-and-young-people
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-information-specific-audiences/covid-19-higher-risk-people?utm_medium=email&amp;utm_campaign=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022&amp;utm_content=COVID-19%20health%20key%20messages%20-%2028%20July%202022+CID_cbbe6cc004d9db049b0acdf5b6b8ef1b&amp;utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor&amp;utm_term=people%20at%20highest%20risk%20of%20severe%20illness
https://www.health.govt.nz/covid-19-novel-coronavirus/covid-19-health-advice-public/covid-19-testing/rapid-antigen-testing-rat
https://www.healthpoint.co.nz/covid-19/?covidTesting=im%3A1374240



