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Drivers 
All students are to be dropped off at the front of the school. It is not safe to drop off or pick up at the end of the 
day up the driveway and at the back of the school. This applies on rainy days too!! 
 

Attendance 
Please remember to let the school office know if your child is away from school. 
Ideally use your Hero app as it is one click and goes straight into our attendance system. 
 

Bus 
If your child usually travels home on the bus, please make sure you let the office know if you are picking them 
up. 

 

 

Award Winners 
These students were awarded certificates for learning and values from Weeks 5 & 6 of this term.   
Ka pai Matt, Brock, Amelia, Liam M, Kate, Lennox, Ethan & Izaria. 

 



  

Principal’s Report 

Kia ora Parents & Whānau 
 

Covid Update 
I should touch wood before I start this part of the newsletter.  
To date, Woodlands School has been very fortunate with the 
Omicron outbreak.  We have had seven confirmed 
cases/household contacts across the school with one of these 
students recovered & back at school. These have been in 
three of our five classes.  We have been fortunate to date that 
it has not affected any of our staff. The protocol now is that 
isolation requirements are 7 days.  If you have isolated as a 
household contact, there will not be any need to consider 
isolation again for at least another 3 months, unless testing 
positive yourself. 
Day 0 is the first day of symptoms or positive test. 
Day 3 & 7 take a RAT test. 
Day 8 return to school if your child is not symptomatic.  No 
evidence required. 
 

RAT Tests 
Yesterday the Ministry of Education advised that they would 
be sending RAT testing kits to schools for staff and students who are displaying symptoms. 
We WILL NOT be administering these tests on students, but will have them available at school 
to send home should you wish to test your own child who may be displaying symptoms.  We 
will let you know through Hero when they are available. 
 

Active Southland 
We have had a trailer of sports equipment on loan from Active 
Southland – The Playler.  The children have had great fun playing 
with all the material on offer.  We have donated a swing ball set 
as a koha for its use over the week. 
A big thank you to Jodie Whitson-Morris for organising this. 

 
 
 

FRUIT 
DELIVERY 

Peirce Orchard 

Fruit Delivery to 
Woodlands School 

Thursday 24th March 

Please place orders before 
noon on Monday 21st 

March.  

Please make payment into 
the school bank account  

03 1750 0095197 00. 

 



  

REAP Swimming 
Our REAP sponsored swimming programme finished last Friday.  This spanned two weeks with 
two instructors in the pool with our children at all times.  We saw great progress with our 
children over this time. 
 
Help With Tree Branches 
We have felled a large ash tree that had been shading the school vegetable gardens.  We now 
have a couple of loads of branches that we need dealt with.  Are you able to help with either 
a chipper or a pile of burnable material on your land that we could add to for a controlled 
fire? This would help us tidy up the area around the school gardens and pump house. Please 
contact the school office if you are able to help. 
 
Swimming Sports 
Congratulations to the following Woodlands students who achieved top 10 placings at the 
recent Southland Schools Swimming Championships: 
Adelynn Annan (1st Y6 25m breaststroke, 3rd Y6 25m backstroke, 3rd Y6 25m freestyle) 
Jack Woolsey (8th Y6 25m backstroke) 
 
Take care 

Allan Mitchell  

Acting Principal 
 
 

 

LOST PROPERTY FROM THE POOL 
This Fitbit watch and these earrings were found at the pool over the summer break.  
If you recognise either of them, and can describe the screensaver on the Fitbit, please 
contact the school office. 
 



  

 



  

Term 1 and 2 

 

 

  

  UPCOMING EVENTS 
23 Mar Junior School Athletics 1.30pm  
24 Mar Senior School Athletics 1.30pm  
 Scholastic Bookclub due  
6-8 Apr Room Whio Camp  
14 Apr End of Term One  
2 May Start of Term Two  
9 May Board of Trustees meeting 7pm  
16 May Elgregoe performance  
1 Jun NZ Playhouse performance  
6 Jun Queen’s Birthday – school closed  
24 Jun Matariki – school closed  
8 Jul End of Term Two  
25 Jul Start of Term Three  
1 Aug Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm  
5 Sep Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm  
30 Sep End of Term Three  
17 Oct Start of Term Four  
 Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm  
24 Oct Labour Day – school closed  
14 Nov Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm  
12 Dec Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm  
14 Dec End of Term Four  

SPORTS NOTICES 
Head to our website for links to draws and results. 

ASSEMBLY  
Sadly we are unable to hold assemblies at the 
moment. 

 

 
Woodlands Netball Club  

JUNIOR TRIALS 
 

We have set our dates for junior trials  
for Saturday 7-aside netball. 

 
. Both will be held at ILT stadium. 

 
TODAY Thursday 17th March @ 4.30pm 

Sunday 20th March @ 10.30am 
 

These trials are open for year 5* -13 for Saturday 
7-aside netball. 

 
*Please note it is recommended that year 5-6 children have 
previously played some Future Ferns netball prior to this as 

they will be playing in the year 7-8 grade. 
 

 



  

  

  IS YOUR CHILD TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL?  SOURCE: KIDSPOT.CO.NZ 
FEVER 
This is one symptom that automatically rules out school, no questions. Your sick child should be fever-free without 
medication for at least 24 hours before you send them back to school. Keep your child home, making sure they drink 
plenty of fluids and can recover from whatever they are battling.  

DIARRHOEA 
This could be a sign of a viral infection, so it’s best to keep your child at home. Diarrhoea can cause dehydration so 
keep offering clear fluids but avoid drinks containing sugar including fruit juices (dilute apple juice is ok). 

VOMITING 
Aside from the fact that your child won’t be comfortable, he could vomit again. Keep them home until he has gone 
48 hours without vomiting as they may remain contagious until 48 hours after the last bout of sickness. 

COUGH 
It depends on how severe the cough is. Coughs can spread infection to other students. A serious cough can also 
keep a child from getting a good night’s rest, which means they will be too tired for school in the morning. As a 
general rule, if your child has a serious wet cough, particularly if it’s accompanied by breathing troubles, seek 
medical advice. But if it’s just a mild, occasional cough and they have no other symptoms, they can probably go to 
school.  

RASHES 
Skin rashes could be a sign of a contagious infection, such as impetigo (school sores). You should have any rash 
that is itchy and sore, especially one that is getting worse, evaluated by a doctor before sending your child to school. 
If it is impetigo, your child will need antibiotics and should stay home for another 24 hours or until the sores have 
dried up. 

CONJUNCTIVITIS 
Conjunctivitis is when the eyelids and eyes are red and swollen. If it becomes infected, and feels gritty and has a 
discharge, it is highly contagious and can easily spread from one child to another, as many parents of primary school-
age children already know all too well. Keep your child home until the doctor says that they are no longer contagious. 

STOMACH ACHE 
This one can be tough to call. If the child doesn’t have diarrhoea and isn’t constipated, tummy trouble could be 
caused by any number of things from anxiety to food poisoning. Check how much fibre they are having as, even if 
they are not constipated, insufficient fibre can cause tummy pains. If the stomach pains are minor enough to allow 
your child to continue walking and behaving normally – and there are no other symptoms – this is one of those 
times you could probably send them to school. Look for an opportunity to see if there is something on their mind. 

EAR INFECTION 
As with coughs, you should evaluate all the symptoms before making the call. If the pain is mild they will likely be 
fine; but if they are clearly uncomfortable, keeping them at home and seeking medical advice is best. If there are 
any other accompanying symptoms such as a fever, swelling, or hearing loss, it’s a definite sick day with a call to 
the doctor. 

RUNNY NOSE 
If you kept your child home every time they had the sniffles, they would miss a lot of school. Use your judgment. If 
they have a CLEAR runny nose but seem otherwise fine, then it’s probably okay for them to go to school (with a box 
of tissues). 
MINOR SORE THROAT 
If your child’s sore throat is a symptom of a mild cold, and they are eating, sleeping and playing normally, they could 
go to school.  But if the sore throat worsens or they have other symptoms such as a cough or runny nose, keep them 
home. 
 
Trust your instincts. If your child seems lethargic and just not themselves (if they’re not interested in playing, that 
is often a big clue), keep them home and monitor them for any signs of illness.  

 
COVID-19 NOTES 

IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK, KEEP THEM AT HOME 
With the risk of COVID-19, we must be more vigilant when it comes to controlling the spread of illness. If 

your child is sick, notify the school, keep them at home, and contact your health professional or Healthline 
for advice. They will tell you if you should get a Covid-19 test. 

 
 



  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


