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Drivers 
All students are to be dropped off at the front of the school. It is not safe to drop off or pick up at the end of the 
day up the driveway and at the back of the school. This applies on rainy days too!! 
 

Attendance 
Please remember to let the school office know if your child is away from school. 
Ideally use your Hero app as it is one click and goes straight into our attendance system. 
 

Bus 
If your child usually travels home on the bus, please make sure you let the office know if you are picking them 
up. 

 

  UPCOMING EVENTS 
13 May Fruit orders close 12 noon   
16 May Elgregoe performance   
 Vision Testing for Y7s   
17 May Fruit Delivered    
19 May Scholastic bookclub orders due   
27 May Zone Cross Country   
1 Jun NZ Playhouse performance   
2 Jun Mufti Day for gold coin donation   
 Assembly 2:20pm   
3 Jun Teacher Only Day – school closed   
6 Jun Queen’s Birthday – school closed   
17 Jun Southland Cross Country   
24 Jun Matariki – school closed   
27 Jun Teacher Only Day – school closed   
8 Jul Assembly 2:20pm   
 End of Term Two   
25 Jul Start of Term Three   
1 Aug Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm   
5 Sep Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm   
30 Sep End of Term Three   
17 Oct Start of Term Four   
 Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm   
24 Oct Labour Day – school closed   
4 Nov School Photos   
14 Nov Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm   
30 Nov-2 Dec Room Whio camp to Omaui   
12 Dec Board of Trustees Meeting 7pm   
14 Dec End of Term Four   

SPORTS NOTICES 
Head to our website for links to draws and results. 
 

ASSEMBLY  
Assemblies this term will be held on Thursday 2nd 
June and Friday 8th July.  Parents and whānau 
most welcome but please wear a mask and 
practice social distancing. 
 

A friendly reminder to pay 
your child's school account. 

We are currently carrying a large amount of 

unpaid invoices from Term 1. If you have 

paid, thank you! If you haven't, please do so 

as soon as possible. 

You can check your balance and pay online 

in your Hero app or contact the school office 

for a statement. 

WFPS bank a/c 03 1750 0095197 00 

 

Thank you to the wonderful people 
who nominated Woodlands School 
for 25 sports balls from Westpac & 
iSport Foundation.  We were one of 
the 40 lucky winners nationwide and 
received our package last week. 



  

From the Principal’s Desk……… 

Kia ora e te whānau,  
 
What a great start to my time here at Woodlands School. It has been great getting to know 
everyone who makes up this community and I am slowly learning the names of students and 
family connections. So I shall apologise in advance if I am not sure exactly who your child is at 
this point.  
 

COVID 19 Framework Update 
Slowly but surely we seem to be getting back to full attendance. Thank you for your vigilance at 
this time. 
We are going to be making a few changes to our current COVID 19 framework underneath the 
Orange Framework. Thank you for being understanding of this while we navigate through the 
changes. 
 

 Face masks for students - as noted before the beginning of the term, students will no 
longer be required to wear a mask during class time. They are more than welcome to, if 
you decide that you would like them to wear one.  
 

 Face masks for adults - staff will not be wearing a mask but we do ask that people that 
enter our school buildings wear one. 
 

 Parents on site - it has been great learning for students to develop their independence and 
be able to put away their own belongings in the morning rather than relying on a parent 
to help them or even carry their gear. So we would continue to encourage this for our 
students. If you need to speak to a teacher, there are so many different channels to do 
this now and we can meet you at the gate at the end of the day as well. However, email 
is the best way to communicate with your child/ren’s teacher. You can find a list of staff 
email addresses on our website under “Contact Us”. 

 

Assembly/Houses 
We will also be getting our Assemblies back up and running this term. We are going to have two 
per term, one in the middle of the term and one at the end. The dates for these are 2nd June and 
8th July. We do ask that parents that attend these will need to please wear a mask.  
Something else we are looking at is reintroducing the house points and a type of system for this. 
We are having our first meetings this week and are excited to get these school wide activities 
and tuakana/teina relationships back up and running. 
 

Teacher Only Days 
A few years ago, the teaching staff were awarded some additional Teacher Only Days as part of 
their collective agreement and we have found that we haven’t yet used half of these and it is a 
requirement that they are completed before the end of 2022. This term we will be using two and 
then in Term 3 we will use the other two. 
The dates for the Term 2 ones are: Friday 3rd  June and Monday 27th  June. These are each 
tagged onto the Public Holidays of Queen’s Birthday and Matariki. 
The dates for the Term 3 ones are still to be confirmed. 



  

 

Policies and Procedures 
The Woodlands Board has moved to SchoolDocs for Policy and Procedure 
review. As a learning community, you are more than welcome to go on 
and read these for yourself. There are also reviews that you can 
complete. The link to this is on your Hero app home page “Policies & 
Procedures” or you can go to: 
 

  
 https://woodlandsfullprimary.schooldocs.co.nz 
  
 Enter your community username and password. 

Community Username: 
woodlandsfullprimary 
 

Password: mrbeech 
 
This information is also pinned at the top of the community feed page in your Hero app. 
 

Driveway 
You will have noticed that Downers are still working on the driveway. We are not exactly sure of 
a timeframe for the completion of this current project but thank you all for being accommodating 
when staff needed to park out on the roadside.  
 

Meet the Principal Evening 
We are looking to have a meet the principal evening at some point later in the term of which we 
would also talk about the Year 7 & 8 programme as well. This date is still to be confirmed. 
 
Ngā mihi nui, 
 

Hayley Mitcheson 
 

 

Y7/8 Technology 

The year 7 & 8s travel to Ascot School 

for technology every Wednesday 

morning – yesterday they made 

yummy chicken noodle soup in Food 

Technology class and brought it back 

for lunch. 



  

 

Thank you to the PTA for making a wreath for the Woodlands ANZAC Day 

service.  It was lovely to see several of our students attended the service 

and laid the wreath. 

 



  

 

 
 
 

 

  

COVID ABSENCES 
 

If your child is isolating at home as a household contact, and 
then tests positive, please let the school know so we can 
keep our records accurate. 
Thank you 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

IS YOUR CHILD TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL?  SOURCE: KIDSPOT.CO.NZ 
FEVER 
This is one symptom that automatically rules out school, no questions. Your sick child should be fever-free without 
medication for at least 24 hours before you send them back to school. Keep your child home, making sure they drink 
plenty of fluids and can recover from whatever they are battling.  

DIARRHOEA 
This could be a sign of a viral infection, so it’s best to keep your child at home. Diarrhoea can cause dehydration so 
keep offering clear fluids but avoid drinks containing sugar including fruit juices (dilute apple juice is ok). 

VOMITING 
Aside from the fact that your child won’t be comfortable, he could vomit again. Keep them home until he has gone 
48 hours without vomiting as they may remain contagious until 48 hours after the last bout of sickness. 

COUGH 
It depends on how severe the cough is. Coughs can spread infection to other students. A serious cough can also 
keep a child from getting a good night’s rest, which means they will be too tired for school in the morning. As a 
general rule, if your child has a serious wet cough, particularly if it’s accompanied by breathing troubles, seek 
medical advice. But if it’s just a mild, occasional cough and they have no other symptoms, they can probably go to 
school.  

RASHES 
Skin rashes could be a sign of a contagious infection, such as impetigo (school sores). You should have any rash 
that is itchy and sore, especially one that is getting worse, evaluated by a doctor before sending your child to school. 
If it is impetigo, your child will need antibiotics and should stay home for another 24 hours or until the sores have 
dried up. 

CONJUNCTIVITIS 
Conjunctivitis is when the eyelids and eyes are red and swollen. If it becomes infected, and feels gritty and has a 
discharge, it is highly contagious and can easily spread from one child to another, as many parents of primary school-
age children already know all too well. Keep your child home until the doctor says that they are no longer contagious. 

STOMACH ACHE 
This one can be tough to call. If the child doesn’t have diarrhoea and isn’t constipated, tummy trouble could be 
caused by any number of things from anxiety to food poisoning. Check how much fibre they are having as, even if 
they are not constipated, insufficient fibre can cause tummy pains. If the stomach pains are minor enough to allow 
your child to continue walking and behaving normally – and there are no other symptoms – this is one of those 
times you could probably send them to school. Look for an opportunity to see if there is something on their mind. 

EAR INFECTION 
As with coughs, you should evaluate all the symptoms before making the call. If the pain is mild they will likely be 
fine; but if they are clearly uncomfortable, keeping them at home and seeking medical advice is best. If there are 
any other accompanying symptoms such as a fever, swelling, or hearing loss, it’s a definite sick day with a call to 
the doctor. 

RUNNY NOSE 
If you kept your child home every time they had the sniffles, they would miss a lot of school. Use your judgment. If 
they have a CLEAR runny nose but seem otherwise fine, then it’s probably okay for them to go to school (with a box 
of tissues). 
MINOR SORE THROAT 
If your child’s sore throat is a symptom of a mild cold, and they are eating, sleeping and playing normally, they could 
go to school.  But if the sore throat worsens or they have other symptoms such as a cough or runny nose, keep them 
home. 
 
Trust your instincts. If your child seems lethargic and just not themselves (if they’re not interested in playing, that 
is often a big clue), keep them home and monitor them for any signs of illness.  

 
COVID-19 NOTES 

IF YOUR CHILD IS SICK, KEEP THEM AT HOME 
With the risk of COVID-19, we must be more vigilant when it comes to controlling the spread of illness. If 

your child is sick, notify the school, keep them at home, and contact your health professional or Healthline 
for advice. They will tell you if you should get a Covid-19 test. 

 
 



  

 


